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For first time, two Waco High students awarded $10,000 scholarship

Thursday, April 12, 2007
By David Doerr
Tribune-Herald staff writer

Waco High School seniors Colin Powell and Kate Wilson each got a $10,000 boost in paying for college as
they were named the recipients of the Hurd Scholarship on Wednesday night.

Powell and Wilson, both 18, received the merit-based scholarship, named for Waco High alumna Dorothy
Crippen Hurd, during an award banquet hosted by the Waco Independent School District Education
Foundation. The foundation has handed out the $10,000 scholarship for the past eight years, but this year
marked the first time it was given to two students.

To be eligible, students must be in the top 5 percent of their class, have a minimum SAT score of 1,800 (out
of 2,400) or an ACT score of 27, and successfully complete college preparatory work. But recipients must
be well-rounded to receive the award, said Kay Metz, the foundation’s executive director.

“It is not just an academic award,” Metz said. “They have to have volunteer service. They have to have
extracurricular activities and leadership experience.”

Powell, an Eagle Scout and captain of the Waco High cross country team, has served on the Waco Youth
Council for the past two years, where he has participated in food drives and currently is involved in a voter

registration drive.

Wilson volunteers at her church when she is not participating in theater or playing sports. This year she
served as president of the Waco High Theatre Club and captain of the varsity soccer team.

Mock Trial Team members

This year, Powell and Wilson served as lawyers on Waco High’s Mock Trial Team, which placed sixth at a
state competition last month. Their experiences on the mock trial team has heightened their interest in legal
careers although they are undecided about their career paths.

“It has helped me because I enjoy public speaking and it has fostered those skills,” Powell said.

Powell said he plans to attend Baylor University, while Wilson is currently deciding between attending the
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U.S. Air Force Academy or Baylor.
Wilson expressed gratitude for receiving the scholarship and the recognition she has received at Waco High.
“All my hard work is paying off, so I'm excited,” she said.
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